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The future of the education curriculum in 
Belgium: Quo vadis?



• Whither goest thou?

• Where are you going?

• Where are we now, and how are we doing compared 
with other European countries?

• Is the curriculum adapted to the foreseeable 
evolutions? 

Quo vadis?



• The UEMS is a non-governmental organisation
representing national associations of medical specialists 
at the European Level. 

• 37 national associations, operating through 43 Specialist 
Sections and European Boards 

• EU Directive 2005/36/EC established the mechanism of 
automatic mutual recognition of qualifications for medical 
doctors according to training requirements within all 
Member States, based on the length of training in the 
Specialty and the title of qualification. 





• Nuclear Medicine is a branch of medicine that uses unsealed 
radioactive substances for diagnosis and therapy. 

• These substances are used to investigate disorders of 
metabolism and function most often at molecular level, under 
physiological and physiopathological conditions. 

• The procedures within the scope of this definition include in 
vivo imaging with radiopharmaceuticals, 
correlative/multimodality imaging, radionuclide-guided 
surgery, dosimetry, therapy with radioactive substances, 
techniques related to nuclear physics in medicine, as well as 
the medical applications of radiobiology, in vitro procedures 
and radiation protection. 

Nuclear Medicine: Definition



NM training in Europe: UEMS Survey 2019-2020

Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Switzerland, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Germany, Denmark, Spain, Estonia, Finland, France, Croatia, 

Hungary, Italy, Luxemburg, Latvia, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, Sweden, Slovak 

Republic, Turkey, UK
N=29

No answers from: Ireland, Greece, Lithuania, N=3



Yes
97%

No
3%

Answer “no”: Malta (All NM specialists have to train abroad in UEMS 
recognized universities/centres)

Do you have official training requirements in your country?



Belgium: General training requirements for trainees, trainers, 
and training centers



Yes
91%

No
9%

Yes
9%

No
91%

Is NM fully recognized as 
a specialty of its own in 
your country?

Answer “no”: Estonia (NM not 
recognized), Latvia, Sweden 

Is NM is a subspecialty 
of another specialty?

Answer “yes”: Latvia (part of 
Radiology), Sweden (part of Radiology, 
Oncology or Clinical Physiology) and 
The Netherlands (part of Radiology)



Yes
66%

No
34%

Any
25%

Radiology only
35%

Radiology and 
other specialties

30%

Others
10%

Dual certification: dual 
practice not dual 
training

Is dual certification possible?



4y
35%

5y
50%

6y
15%

17/26 (65%): 5 years or more

Training: Number of years (total)



1y
4% 2y

7%

2.5y
7%

3y
31%

3.5y
4%

4y
31%

4.5y
4% 5y

4%

5.25y
4%

6y
4%

21/26 (81%): 3 years in NM or more 

Mandatory years of training in Nuclear Medicine



No
22%

Yes
78%

Are the trainees submitted to quantitative 
requirements regarding their practical training?

No
30%

Yes
70%

Is there a minimal number of diagnostic 
studies?

No
41%

Yes
59%

Is there a minimal number of specific 
procedures?

No
52%

Yes
48%

Is there a minimal number of therapeutic
procedures?



Belgium (M.D. July 96): 
• 1000 examinations, 10 different medical specialties

• 3000 RIA dosages



Belgium (M.D. July 96): 
30 treatments in malignant and non-malignant diseases



training 
centre 
31%

trainers 
20%

trainer 
and 

training 
centre
49%

Who is accredited?

no
19%

yes
81%

Are there qualitative or quantitative 
requirements for the training centres?
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Are there requirements regarding the presence of a medical physicist?
Are there requirements regarding the presence of a radiopharmacist?







Quo Vadis ?



• Basis of the curriculum is sound

• Strong theoretical curriculum

• Total 5 years, incl. 3 years of NM

• Strong background in internal 
medicine

• No dual certification

• Flexibility given to the Accreditation 
Committees

Quo Vadis ?



• Criteria outdated

• RIA

• Very complex legal structure with 
many intricated legal documents and 
distinct accrediting/authorizing organs 
(welcome to Belgium)

• Training centers and trainers not 
ready for the expected increase in NM 
therapies (number & complexity)

Quo Vadis ?



Access to the specialty: 1517 new physicians in 2027



• If it ain’t (totally) broken, don’t fix it

• No changes is better than wrong changes

• Belgian curriculum reasonably well adapted (IM + NM)

• High responsibility on the trainers and training centers, 
e.g. mostly universities

• The future lays in new radiopharmaceuticals, not in 
radiological techniques

• Get ready for therapy / theranostics

Conclusions


